
Based  on  this  movement,  CES  set  up  an  Ethics  Committee  and  an  Ombudsman,  
and  established  a  Code  of  Conduct.  After  this  process,  which  undoubtedly  allowed  for  
important  and  fundamental  advances  for  the  institution,  no  complaints  were  filed  to  
corroborate  the  claim  that  I  was  a  rapist.  At  the  time,  it  was  not  known  who  was  behind  
the  graffiti  or  what  had  motivated  them.

Based  on  the  statements  made  by  Moira  Millan  in  the  interview,  I  stop  next  -  
based  on  concrete  elements  and  solid  documents  -  to  confront  the  slanderous  narrative  
that  she  constructed  to  accuse  me,  indicating  point  by  point  the  truth  of  the  facts.  This  
accusation  was  the  most  serious  one  made  against  me,  and  therefore  I  will  respond  to  it  
first.  As  for  the  other  allegations  that  have  come  to  light,  when  I  become  aware  of  them,  I  

will  collect  the  information  and  take  the  appropriate  measures.

I  was  away  in  Chile  participating  in  the  Book  Fair  at  the  time  when  serious  accusations  
arose  against  me.  This  delayed  my  response  to  such  accusations  as  I  did  not  have  
access  to  the  necessary  documentation  to  refute  them  at  the  time.

Recently,  to  my  great  surprise,  three  researchers  -  who  were  part  of  the  academic  
community  of  CES  -  published  an  article  in  English,  whose  title  could  be  translated  as  
"The  walls  spoke  when  no  one  would",  clearly  inspired  by  the  serious  false  accusation  
expressed  in  those  graffiti .

Between  the  end  of  2017  and  throughout  2018,  a  series  of  anonymous  messages  were  
graffitied  on  the  walls  of  CES  and  on  some  buildings  at  the  University  of  Coimbra.  In  
them  an  extremely  serious  accusation  was  categorically  stated:  "Boaventura  is  a  rapist".

What  I  didn't  know  four  years  ago  is  that  these  graffiti  messages  followed  a  
denunciation  by  an  Argentine  activist,  namely  Mrs.  Moira  Millán,  who  began  to  publicly  
and  slanderously  claim  that  I  had  "kidnapped"  her  and  tried  to  rape  her.  after  an  academic  
activity  in  which  she  participated  at  CES  in  June  2010.

Such  messages,  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine,  began  to  cause  great  disturbance  in  
the  academic  community  of  CES.  A  period  of  reflection  on  the  quality  of  the  prosecution  
immediately  followed  at  the  ESC.  Even  without  formal  denouncements,  the  CES  did  not  
fail  to  act.  Assemblies  and  various  meetings  were  held  in  which  feminist  organizations  of  
various  stripes  were  consulted  in  order  to  adopt  measures  to  improve  possible  sexist  and  
violent  practices  at  the  institution.

On  the  16th  of  April,  a  long  interview  was  published  that  she  gave  to  the  Spanish  
newspaper  El  Salto,  in  which  she  recounts  -  with  an  apparent  wealth  of  detail  -  how  the  
supposed  rape  attempt  would  have  occurred.  Excerpts  from  this  interview  were  published  
not  only  in  various  vehicles  in  Portugal,  but  also  in  vehicles  in  several  Latin  American  
countries.
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Answer  Moira  Millán  

“In  2010  I  went  to  Portugal  at  the  invitation  of  a  group  of  Argentines  residing  in  Lisbon  for  
a  discussion  at  the  Lusófona  University  and  I  contacted  Boaventura  because  we  knew  
each  other  from  the  World  Forum  in  Brazil,  where  everything  was  pleasant,  respectful,  
while  we  exchanged  political  perspectives.  He  responded  immediately  to  invite  me  to  
Coimbra  and  give  a  lecture  to  his  students.  I  accepted  and,  although  he  never  offered  
me  remuneration,  I  demanded  that  he  pay  my  expenses  because  my  economic  situation  
was  very  precarious  and  Boaventura  agreed  to  pay  me  for  the  ticket,  accommodation  and  
subsidies...  (continues  later)

Moira  Millan  has  not  provided  any  supporting  evidence  for  the  allegation  she  has  made.  
Said  he  has  no  emails  because  his  email  address  had  been  hacked.  But  I  have  the  emails  
and  invoices  that  attest  to  what  I  say  next.

THE  TRUTH  –  Contrary  to  the  statement  above,  it  was  Mrs.  Moira  Millán  who  
contacted  me,  by  email,  on  April  29,  2010,  offering  to  carry  out  an  activity  at  the  
University  of  Coimbra,  as  she  would  be  passing  through  Portugal  that  year.  The  
email  message  was  as  follows:

Question  -  How  did  the  events  with  Boaventura  happen?

“Mari  mari  Boaventura!  Greetings  from  Mapuche  territory!  Finally,  I  try  to  establish  lasting  
contact  with  you,  my  dear  companion,  in  which  I  propose  to  exchange  ideas,  think,  laugh,  
share  dreams  and  ideas,  what  do  you  think?  Do  you  like  this  invitation?  if  you  say  yes  
you  don't  even  know  what  you're  getting  yourself  into  ha,  ha,  ha!!  I  tell  him  I'm  going  
to  Portugal  in  June,  I'd  like  to  visit  him  and  perhaps  organize  some  activity  together,  like  
a  debate,  or  whatever  seems  best  to  him.  Also  coordinate  some  activities  for  the  month  
of  August,  when  you  come  to  Argentina,  because  I  would  like  you  to  visit  the  Mapuche  
territory.  If  interested  let  me  know"
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As  I've  already  met  hundreds  of  people  in  various  activities  around  the  world,  I  
didn't  reply  to  the  email  right  away  because  I  didn't  remember  you.  It  was  then  that  
on  May  16,  2010,  an  Argentinean  sociologist  colleague,  Norma  Giarraca,  
unfortunately  already  deceased,  called  my  attention  to  the  attempt  to  contact  Mrs.  
Moira  Millan,  through  an  email:

Contents  of  the  email  I  sent  you:

Then  we  define  the  details,  and  knowing  what  time  you  arrive  at  the  train  station  
(Coimbra  B),  someone  from  the  center  will  pick  you  up...”

After  this  message  from  my  Argentine  colleague,  a  month  after  Moira  Millan's  initial  
contact  attempt,  on  May  27,  I  responded  positively  accepting  the  proposal  and  
informing  that  all  travel  and  accommodation  expenses  would  be  paid  -  as  was  
customary  with  any  speaker  to  be  presented  at  CES.

I  am  very  happy  that  you  can  visit  my  center.  I  propose  the  date  of  June  14th,  at  18:00h.  
The  session  will  consist  of  a  30-40  minute  presentation  on  the  Mapuche  struggle  in  
Argentina,  followed  by  a  debate.  We  have  many  PhD  students  who  will  be  interested  in  
discussing  this  topic  with  you.  If  you  can  stay  in  Coimbra  that  night,  we'll  reserve  the  
hotel  and  I'll  gladly  invite  you  to  dinner.  We  also  cover  the  expenses  of  the  trip  
Lisbon-Coimbra-Lisbon.  Please  bring  your  train  ticket.

This  type  of  intervention  is  common.  Often  when  someone  wants  to  get  in  touch  
with  me,  they  seek  the  intermediation  of  someone  who  has  closer  contact  with  me.

Dear  sister,

“Good:  Moira  Millan  seems  to  have  met  you  in  Cochabamba,  is  going  to  Portugal  and  
wants  to  contact  you,  hugs”.

"Dear  Moira,
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He  started  drinking  heavily  and  saying  crazy  things  to  flirt.”

All  travel  expenses  were  later  duly  reimbursed,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  attached  
documents.

“I  arrived  in  Coimbra  and  gave  the  conference.  When  he  finished,  it  was  quite  late  and  
his  assistant  told  me  I  had  to  go  somewhere  for  dinner.  I  thought  the  whole  group  was  
going,  but  when  I  got  there,  I  saw  that  he  was  alone.  The  place  he  chose  was  a  restaurant  
owned  by  his  family  and  he  opened  it  so  that  we  could  have  dinner  alone.

THE  TRUTH  –  The  lecturer  left  Lisbon  for  Coimbra  by  train  on  the  14th  of  June,  at  
1:30  pm,  arrived  at  Coimbra  B  station  after  3:30  pm  and  took  a  taxi  to  the  Hotel  
Botânico,  where  she  would  be  staying  until  the  following  day.  After  settling  in,  the  
speaker  took  a  taxi  to  CES,  where  the  conference  and  debate  took  place.

The  activity,  which  started  shortly  after  6  pm,  lasted  for  more  than  2  hours,  
ending  around  9  pm.  We  immediately  went  to  the  dinner  place.  Contrary  to  Moira  
Millan's  statement,  the  dinner  invitation  had  already  been  sent  out  by  email,  well  in  
advance,  with  a  formal  character.  I  always  took  participants  in  CES  activities,  men  
and  women,  as  guests,  and  as  part  of  the  programs  of  these  activities,  to  dinner  at  
a  restaurant  close  to  CES.

Dinner  was  not  at  any  of  my  family's  private  restaurants,  as  my  family  does  
not  have  and  never  had  any  restaurants.  Dinner  took  place  at  the  “Trovador”  
restaurant,  a  well-known  restaurant  in  Coimbra,  located  about  750  meters  from  the  
CES,  in  the  Sé  Velha  square,  frequented  by  many  people,  to  which  we  walked.  
Anyone  who  knows  the  area  knows  perfectly  well  that  in  June  that  no

Continuation  of  Moira  Millán's  answer  to  the  question:
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it  is  a  restaurant  for  those  looking  for  privacy,  as  Ms.  Moira  Millan.  Dinner  can  be  
evidenced  by  the  receipt  issued  by  the  restaurant.

He  told  me  no  and  that  his  house  was  very  close.  I  agreed.  I  don't  remember  what  floor  he  
lived  on,  but  I  do  remember  that  you  had  to  go  through  a  security  system  to  get  into  the  
building.  We  went  into  the  apartment,  he  settled  down  and  started  drinking  whiskey.  I  
wanted  to  leave,  but  he  asked  me  to  sit  down.  So  I  did,  but  in  front  of  him.  As  I  did  so,  he  
pounced  on  me  and  groped  me,  wanting  to  kiss  me,  and  I  pushed  him  away  and  said  
indignantly,  "No!"  I  got  angry,  I  stayed  still,  but  he  threw  himself  at  me  again  and  then,  very  
angry,  I  pushed  him  harder:  I  made  it  clear  that  he  wasn't  going  to  let  me  rape  even  
Boaventura.  He  realized  that  he  wasn't  going  to  be  able  to  commit  any  violations  
because  I  wasn't  going  to  let  him,  but  at  the  same  time  I  felt  kidnapped:  I  didn't  know  
how  to  get  out  of  the  building,  I  didn't  know

Dinner,  which  for  me  was  a  working  dinner,  went  smoothly  and  pleasantly;  I  
always  treated  the  guest  with  all  the  respect,  cordiality  and  hospitality  that  were  due  
in  my  role  as  host.

it  was  late,  I  accompanied  the  guest  to  the  Hotel  Botânico,  always  on  foot.

Continuation  of  Moira  Millán's  answer  in  the  interview:

“Throughout  the  time  I  was  setting  boundaries  and  when  we  were  done  eating  dinner,  he  
told  me  he  wanted  to  give  me  some  books  and  I  asked  him  to  give  them  to  me  the  next  day.

We  ended  dinner  when  the  restaurant  was  almost  closing  and,  as

Dinner  receipt  at  Trovador  restaurant
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“The  next  day  I  went  to  ask  his  secretary,  but  she  told  me  that  he  was  with  him,  that  he  
was  waiting  for  me  in  a  restaurant.  Hearing  this  irritated  me  a  lot:  it  was  like  continuing  to  
be  humiliated  and  in  his  hands,  like  a  capricious  child  who,  since  he  couldn't  have  me  the  
day  before,  wanted  to  have  me  the  next  day.  His  secretary  had  a  hard  time  and  it  wasn't  
her  fault  so  I  went  to  confront  him.  And  there  he  was  waiting  for  me  with  a  bunch  of  flowers,  
begging  and  begging  me  to  forgive  him,  but  I  grabbed  my  note  and  walked  away.”

There  is  no  security  system  to  access  the  building  where  I  live,  contrary  to  what  
Mrs.  Moira  alleges.

THE  TRUTH  –  Such  a  situation  never  happened.  The  day  after  the  debate,  June  15th,  
Moira  Millan  checked  out  at  the  Hotel  Botânico,  my  secretary  went  to  the  hotel  to  
give  her  the  ticket  and  take  her  by  car  to  the  station.  I  never  saw  her  again.

Question  -  How  did  you  get  the  return  ticket?

how  far  it  was  from  the  hotel  or  how  far  it  was,  I  didn't  have  money  to  pay  for  a  taxi.

Question  -  Since  then,  has  Boaventura  contacted  you?

Answer  Moira  Millán

I  also  didn't  have  a  return  ticket  to  Lisbon.  I  really  was  in  his  hands  and  that  feeling  made  
me  scared  and  angry.  I  tried  to  calm  down  and  made  him  reflect,  then  he  calmed  down.”

“No,  he's  terrified  of  me,  he  knows  what  he's  done.  And  I've  already  told  several  people  
at  the  Academy  because  we  have  coincided  in  international  conferences  where  they  
also  invite  him,  so  when  they  wanted  to  put  me  at  the  same  table,  I  refused  and  if  they  
insisted,  I  threatened  to  publicly  denounce  him  as  an  abuser.  For  example,  CLACSO  
always  knew  because  I  told  them,  and  that's  why  they  become  an  absolute  accomplice.”

THE  TRUTH  –  As  I  mentioned  earlier,  I  never  invited  her  to  my  house.

THE  TRUTH  –  After  the  activity  in  Coimbra,  Moira  Millan  tried  to  contact  me  several  
times  by  email,  a  correspondence  that  goes  from  June  2010  to  December  2014.  In  
some  of  these  emails  she  asked  me  for  money  to  finance  some  of  her  expenses,  
including  requests  for  debt  payments,  housing  rent,  to  write  a  book  and  to  finance  
a  documentary  in  which  she  would  star.  I  could  never  have  supported  her  in  these  
requests  because  CES  has  never  had  the  practice  of  funding  non-academic  activities.  
Below  I  share  some  of  the  emails  where  she  tried  to  get  in  touch  with  me  again.
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I  am  glad  to  know  that  you  enjoyed  your  visit  to  Coimbra.  I  was  very  pleased  to  receive  
you  in  Coimbra.  Your  lecture  was  much  appreciated  by  all.  I  was  also  very  challenged  by  
your  perspectives  on  indigenous  struggles.  Now  that  you  have  an  agent,  communication  
will  be  easier.  Hope  to  see  you  again  at  the  Social  Forum  of  the  Americas  or  in  Buenos  
Aires.

I  replied  to  this  email  the  following  day:

A  big  hug

June  24,  2010

June  23,  2010

Bonaventure”

“Dear  Moira

Mari  mari  friend  how  are  you.  I  came  back,  very  tired,  the  trip  was  marathon.  Well,  I  
want  to  put  you  in  touch  with  XXX,  who  is  a  friend  and  activism  partner,  she  will  manage  
my  schedule  from  now  on  and  coordinate  the  details  of  my  travels  and  participation  in  
events.  XXX  has  internet  at  home  so  you  can  regularly  exchange  correspondence  with  
her,  answering  emails  daily.  Her  email  is  XXX.  I  send  you  a  big  hug  confessing  that  I  
cherish  the  aroma  of  the  streets  of  Coimbra,  that  warm  night,  our  leisurely  walk  
and  the  captivating  and  stimulating  conversation  we  had,  and  of  course  your  good  
taste  in  wines.  Hugs"

"
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I  hope  if  you  can  give,  help  me  to  do  this.

A  little  over  a  month  later,  Moira  Millan  contacted  me  again  by  email,  with  a  request  

for  financial  help,  which  included  a  sentence  that  completely  contradicted  the  
idea  that  she  had  been  the  victim  of  an  attempted  rape  on  my  part:

July  3,  2010

big  warm  hugs

Days  later  Moira  Millan  contacted  me  again  by  email:

Moira"  

June  29,  2010

"Hugs  from  here  friend,  I  would  also  like  to  see  you  in  Paraguay  and  then  in  BsAs.
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"...Today  at  this  moment  I  need  500  euros  at  the  latest  by  this  Friday  as  I  have  to  pay  
an  urgent  debt  and  the  deadline  ends  on  the  8th  of  July,  please  help  me  with  this,  I  
would  appreciate  it.  Hugs  and  a  thousand  apologies  for  taking  my  sorrows  out  on  
you,  you  are  one  of  the  few  people  I  trust  very  much.  Hugs,  Moira"

After  sending  me  several  more  emails,  which  I  did  not  respond  to,  Moira  Millan  
emailed  me  again  in  2011,  once  again  asking  me  for  financial  help,  this  time  to  
finance  the  costs  of  publishing  a  novel :

“I  need  your  help,  when  we  met  I  told  you  about  my  desire  to  write  a  novel...  If  

someone  could  cover  my  rent  and  food  expenses  as  an  investment  in  this  literary  work,  

I  would  be  very  grateful  and  I  don't  think  I  would  regret  it,  it  would  be  a  great  
opportunity.  good  way  to  invest  the  money.”

March  11,  2011
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July  30,  2014

The  following  year,  in  2014,  she  also  contacted  me  requesting  support  for  a  march  
by  indigenous  women  in  Argentina:

Moira  Millan  sent  me  other  emails,  with  copies  to  other  colleagues,  requesting  
financial  help  again  in  2013,  with  the  aim  of  promoting  a  documentary  that  would  
have  her  as  the  protagonist:

March  18,  2013
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A  few  days  later,  she  reinforced  her  request  for  financial  support  to  travel  to

August  06,  2014

Portugal:   

Shortly  after,  she  contacted  me  again  asking  for  help  to  travel  to  Portugal  and  to  find  

out  if  it  was  possible  to  organize  some  profitable  activity:

11  

"Hello  Bonaventure,  so  long!  How  are  you?  What  do  you  say?  I  tell  you  that  I  am  together  with  a  bunch  of  companions,  sisters  

from  different  indigenous  peoples  organizing  the  first  women's  march  in  Argentina...  Here  is  the  project  that  we  are  offering  

to  you  sending  to  different  organizations  to  help  us  fund  the  march,  please  help  us  find  financial  support  for  the  march."
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August  06,  2014

Moira  Millan  even  sent  other  emails,  but  as  I  did  not  respond  to  her  requests,  
the  contacts  ended  in  December  2014  and  I  never  heard  from  her  again.  Until  
I  came  across  the  false  accusation  of  which  I  am  a  victim.

Moira  Millan  is  a  Mapuche  indigenous  woman.  I  have  the  utmost  respect  for  your  people's  

struggle  and  I  have  demonstrated  my  solidarity  with  the  Mapuche  people  on  multiple  

occasions,  the  most  recent  of  which  was  having  defended  the  principles  of  plurinationality  

and  the  right  of  law  before  the  Constituent  Assembly  of  Chile,  principles  so  dear  to  the  

Mapuche  people.  However,  I  cannot  accept  that  false  accusations  are  made  against  me,  

as  the  facts  demonstrate.  I  would  like  not  to  have  to  go  through  legal  means  to  resolve  

this  issue,  which  would  be  possible  if  Mrs.  Moira  Millan  recognized  the  untruth  of  the  

serious  accusations  she  made  about  me  and  made  a  public  apology.
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